
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Tuesday, 18 October 2011] 

 p8159d-8160a 
Mr Brendon Grylls 

 [1] 

REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL — CHAIRPERSON — IAN FLETCHER 

Statement by Minister for Regional Development 
MR B.J. GRYLLS (Central Wheatbelt — Minister for Regional Development) [2.04 pm]: I rise to inform 
the house that the government has approved the appointment of Mr Ian Fletcher to the statutory position of 
chairperson of the Regional Development Council. The Regional Development Council is the peak advisory 
body for regional development, established under the Regional Development Commissions Act 1993. It plays a 
critical role in promoting our regions, developing policy framework, coordinating the work of the regional 
development commissions and working across the different tiers of government.  

Mr Fletcher is eminently qualified to hold the position of chairperson at the council at this important time. He 
comes to the job with more than 40 years’ experience in the private sector and in local, state and federal 
government, and having lived and worked in regional WA. He has also been the vice-president, external affairs, 
for BHP Billiton, working on a number of major projects and developing national and international contacts, and 
that experience will be invaluable to his new position as chairperson of the Regional Development Council. It 
was only recently that he announced his retirement from the company.  

Mr Fletcher comes to the position as the role of the Regional Development Council is being elevated as part of 
the government’s response to the review of the functions and responsibilities of the regional development 
commissions. Following the government’s response to the review, Mr Fletcher will play a lead role in the 
transition to a new operating model for the council and regional development commissions. The council has been 
provided with additional support through the Department of Regional Development and Lands and will focus 
increasingly on developing regional investment blueprints and on setting strategic directions, policy prioritisation 
and strategies common to all regional development commissions. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to acknowledge the contribution of outgoing chairperson, Mr Graham 
Thomson, who is also the chairperson of the Goldfields–Esperance Development Commission. Mr Thomson has 
provided a significant contribution to regional Western Australia including leading the development of the action 
agenda for regional development through the implementation of the Regional Development Council “Regional 
Policy Framework”. He also played a key role in determining the future structure and operations of the council 
and development commissions through his membership of the RDC review committee. We wish Mr Fletcher all 
the best in his new important role working for the development commissions.  
 


